
Calendar of Events

Illinois Water Environment Association
3759 N. Ravenswood Avenue

Chicago, IL 60613

ExecMgr@iweasite.org

August 12, 2026 White Sox Social
Rate Field
333 W. 35th St
Chicago, IL 60616
05:30 PM - 10:00 PM CST
Hanting Wang, 
hwang@donohue-associates.com
White Sox Social
Wednesday, August 12, 2026
Meet 5:30 p.m. / Game 6:40 p.m.
Rate Field (333 W. 35th Street, Chicago)

Join Students and Young Professionals Committee (SYPC) members for a social
gathering at a White Sox game against the Cincinnati Reds! This event is open to all
IWEA members. Ticketsawill be pre-purchased by SYPC so that we cn all sit
together. Please register and pay for your ticket no later than noon on July 31, 2026.

Students and young professionals: use code SYPC for $20 off!

The game starts at 6:40 p.m. CT. Please plan to arrive by 5:30 p.m. Gate information
and additional logistics will be provided after tickets are purchased.

Ticket price: $45
Members only
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August 25, 2026 Construction Practices Committee Webinar: Introduction to Corrosion Control
Microsoft Teams
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM CST
Mwende Lefler, 312.751.3205
LeflerY@mwrd.org
Construction Practices Committee Webinar
Introduction to Corrosion Control
Protecting Assets and Extending Infrastructure Lifespan
Tuesday, August 25, 2026
11 a.m. to noon
Microsoft Teams

This presentation provides a basic introduction to corrosion science, focusing on forms
of corrosion that we see in our wastewater treatment infrastructure. Attendees will learn:

	To identify key mechanisms of corrosion
	To explore and understand their impact on safety, asset lifespan, and operational costs
	Best practices for corrosion mitigation in the water industry.

?
Speaker: Mark Joyce, former Principal Mechanical Engineer, Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

Hosted by IWEA's Construction Practices Committee
Members $20 | Non-members $30
1 PDH/TCH

September 7, 2026 Labor Day
IWEA
12:00 AM - 11:45 PM CST
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September 10, 2026 Nutrient Removal and Recovery Committee: Annual Workshop
Medinah Signature Events
550 North Shriners Drive
Addison, IL 60101
08:00 AM - 03:00 PM CST
Joseph Kozak, 708.588.4126
KozakJ@mwrd.org
Nutrient Removal and Recovery Annual Workshop
Thursday, September 10, 2026
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Medinah Signature Events (550 North Shriners Drive, Addison)

Join the IWEA Nutrient Removal and Recovery Committee for an all day workshop to
share information on regulations, policies, and technologies toward the advancement
for nutrient removal and recovery in wastewater management.

Agenda (subject to change):
?

	
		
			Time
			Session
		
		
			8:00 – 8:50 a.m.
			Registration / Check-In
		
		
			8:50 – 9:00 a.m.
			Welcome from IWEA
			Joseph Kozak, MWRDGC
		
		
			9:00 – 10:00 a.m.
			So You Want to Intensify? Footprint, Flow, and the Future Perspective for WRRFs
Facing Nutrient Removal and Recovery Challenges
			Wendell Khunjar, Hazen and Sawyer
		
		
			10:00 – 10:45 a.m.
			Deriving and Implementing an Ambient Total Phosphorous Threshold
			John T. Belcik, DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup
		
		
			10:45 – 11:30 a.m.
			Bio-inspired Materials to Facilitate Phosphorus Removal and Recovery from
Wastewater
			Brooke Mayer, Marquette University
		
		
			11:30 – 11:45 a.m.
			Vendor Talks
		
		
			11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.
			Lunch
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			12:45 – 1:15 p.m.
			S2EBPR at the O'Brien Water Reclamation Plant: From Concept to Full-Scale
Operation
			Jason Mellin, MWRDGC
		
		
			1:15 – 1:45 p.m.
			Performance of Initial Stages of FRSA Nutrient Journey
			Scot Strassburg & Mike Christiansen, Four Rivers Sanitation Authority
		
		
			1:45 – 2:15 p.m.
			Digital Solutions for Low Level Phosphorus Limits at Fond du Lac
			Jenny Loconsole, Black & Veatch
		
		
			2:15 – 2:45 p.m.
			Pilot-Scale Application of Partial Nitritation-Anammox and Partial
Denitrification-Anammox for Treating High-Ammonia, High-Nitrate Industrial Wastewater
			Shakthi Jayavelu, World Water Works
		
	

Hosted by IWEA's Nutrient Removal and Recovery Committee
Members ?$90 | Non-members $120 | Students $50 | Vendors $225
4.5 PDH/TCH

September 26, 2026
  - September 30, 2026

WEFTEC 2026
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center
08:00 AM - 08:00 PM CST
WEFTEC 2026
September 26 - 30, 2026
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center (New Orleans, LA)

WEFTEC, the Water Environment Federation's Technical Exhibition and Conference, is
the largest annual water quality exhibition in North America and offers water quality
professionals the best water quality education and training available.

WEFTEC is more than just a conference—it’s an immersive experience that empowers
attendees to positively impact the future of water quality and environmental
sustainability.

Join us to explore cutting-edge solutions, connect with sector leaders, and drive
sustainable change. With expert insights, unparalleled networking opportunities, and
groundbreaking innovations, WEFTEC empowers you to tackle today's challenges and
shape the future of water and the environment.

Hosted by the Water Environment Federation
For more information and to register, click here: https://www.weftec.org/
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October 7, 2026 Sustainability Committee Webinar: Biogas Utilization with Renewable Natural Gas
Microsoft Teams
12:00 PM - 12:45 PM CST
Sean Warner, 815.444.4495
swarner@baxterwoodman.com
Sustainability Committee Webinar
Biogas Utilization with Renewable Natural Gas
Wednesday, October 7, 2026
12 - 12:45 p.m.
Microsoft Teams

Municipal digesters produce biogas as a byproduct of wastewater treatment — but
turning that gas into a valuable, usable fuel requires the right conditioning and
upgrading process. This session covers how contaminants like H2S, moisture,
siloxanes, and VOCs are removed, how membranes upgrade biogas into
pipeline-quality Renewable Natural Gas (RNG), and funding strategies municipalities
have used to make these projects pencil out.
 ?
Speaker Information: 
 

	
		
			 
			
			Adam Klaas
			Director of Business Development
			Unison Solutions, Inc.

			Adam Klaas is the Director of Business Development at Unison Solutions, Inc., where
he is responsible for sales, marketing, and promotion of the company's biogas
conditioning and upgrading technologies. Unison designs and manufactures biogas
conditioning and upgrading systems serving landfill, municipal wastewater treatment,
agricultural, and food processing markets.
			
		
		
			
			Mr. Klaas joined Unison in 2006 and has held several technical and operational roles
within the company, including Design Engineer, Project Manager, PLC Programmer,
and Service and Start-up/Commissioning Technician. This hands-on technical
background provides him with a deep understanding of biogas system design,
operation, and implementation.
			
		
		
			
			Prior to joining Unison, he worked as a Sales and Design Engineer for a
Midwest-based manufacturer of industrial car shredding equipment. Mr. Klaas holds a
Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of
Wisconsin–Platteville.
			
		
	

Hosted by IWEA's Sustainability Committee
Members $10 | Non-members $20
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.75 PDH/TCH

October 12, 2026 Columbus Day
IWEA
12:00 AM - 11:45 PM CST
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October 15, 2026 Women of Water Conference
City of St Charles Public Works - Training Room
1405 S. 7th Avenue
St. Charles, IL 60174
09:00 AM - 02:00 PM CST
Christina Smith, 
workforce@illinoiswea.org
Women of Water Conference
Thursday, October 15, 2026
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
City of St Charles Public Works (1405 S. 7th Avenue, St. Charles, IL 60174)

SAVE THE DATE for our first Annual Women of Water Conference! There will be some
great guest speakers along with Human resources training.

The tentative agenda is as follows:

	Check-In: 8:30 - 9 a.m.
	Keynote Speaker: 9 - 10 a.m.
	Panel: 10 - 11:30 a.m.
	Lunch: 11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
	HR/Open Discussion: 12 - 2 p.m. 

Speakers:

	Lolita Thompson, P.E., Principal Civil Engineer, Environmental Justice Section MWRD
	Beth Vogt, Project Manager, Black and Veatch 
	... more to come!

Hosted by the Workforce Development Committee
$85 members | $100 Nonmembers | $65 students
1 PDH/TCH

November 11, 2026 Veteran's Day
IWEA
12:00 AM - 11:45 PM CST

November 26, 2026 Thanksgiving
IWEA
12:00 AM - 11:45 PM CST

December 25, 2026 Christmas
IWEA
12:00 AM - 11:45 PM CST
Widely celebrated around the world....
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