
Calendar of Events

British Columbia Economic Development Association 
104 - 144 Power Street

Penticton, BC V2A 5W9
604-795-7119

ceo1@bceda.ca

March 4, 2026 EMC | Building BC's Workforce Networking Event
Surrey, BC
10:30 AM - 01:30 PM PST
Presented by EMC. 
This event will bring together manufacturers, industry leaders, workforce development
organizations, and community stakeholders to explore the benefits of employing
internationally trained newcomers to Canada, investing in skills training, and building
inclusive workforce pathways that support talent integration and long-term sector growth
across British Columbia.

Participants will hear insights on BC manufacturing labour market trends, connect with
peers, and engage in facilitated roundtable discussions to identify barriers and supports
needed to better upskill and integrate internationally trained talent within BC’s
manufacturing industry.

Focus Areas

	Internationally Trained Newcomer & Youth Talent
	Exploring pathways to attract, integrate, and retain newcomer and youth talent within
BC’s manufacturing sector.
	BC Manufacturing Labour Market Insights
	Understanding current workforce trends, challenges, and opportunities impacting
manufacturers across British Columbia.
	Skills Training & Workforce Development Solutions
	Identifying barriers, supports, and industry-led approaches to upskilling talent and
strengthening BC’s manufacturing workforce.

Agenda

	10:30 am – Welcome
	10:45 am – BC Manufacturing Sector Insights
	11:15 am – Guest Presentation – Speaker TBA
	12:00 pm – Networking & Lunch
	12:45 pm – Facilitated Roundtable Discussions
	
		Barriers to integrating internationally trained talent in BC
		Supports needed for upskilling and retention
		Employer- and industry-led solutions to strengthen BC’s manufacturing workforce
	
	

This is a no-cost event.  Event location and other details will be shared following
registration.

Lunch will be provided.
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April 1, 2026 BC's Industrial Land Inventory
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM EST
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May 11, 2026
  - May 14, 2026

2026 BC Economic Summit - Shaping Tomorrow: Igniting Ideas, Inspiring Action, Driving Change
Penticton Trade and Convention Centre
273 Power Street
Penticton, BC V2A 7K9
08:30 AM - 10:00 PM PST
2026 BC Economic Summit - Shaping Tomorrow: Igniting Ideas, Inspiring Action,
Driving Change

Date: May 11th to 14th, 2026
Location: Penticton Trade and Convention Centre, Penticton, BC.

The 2026 BC Economic Summit is the premier gathering of economic developers,
policymakers, business professionals, and community stakeholders dedicated to driving
British Columbia's economic future.

The summit will explore the critical intersections between communities, community
organizations, planning, industry, technology, and community development in a rapidly
evolving economic landscape. Through keynote presentations, panel discussions, and
interactive workshops, participants will delve into strategies for fostering community
resiliency, community-to-community partnerships, supporting local businesses,
investment attraction, and harnessing emerging opportunities in different economic
sectors.

Attendees will have the opportunity to network with peers, share best practices, and
engage in meaningful dialogues that shape British Columbia's economic trajectory.
Whether you're a government official, business leader, or community advocate, the
2025 BC Economic Summit offers invaluable insights and connections to help you
contribute to a prosperous and inclusive economy.

Join us at the BC Economic Summit and be part of the conversation that will shape BC’s
future.

Book your stay at the Sheraton Four Points Penticton

Click here for partnership opportunities.

Rates
Registering 3 or more for the BC Economic Summit? Use code GROUP to save 15%
BCEDA Member Full Registration
?Before Dec 31, 2025 - $695.00 + GST
After Dec 31, 2025 - $750.00 + GST

Non-Member Full Registration
?Before Dec 31, 2025 - $795.00 + GST
After Dec 31, 2025 - $850.00 + GST

Mayor/Chief or Councillor Full Registration
?Before Dec 31, 2025 - $650.00 + GST
After Dec 31, 2025 - $700.00 + GST

Trade Show Booth
?Before Dec 31, 2025 - $1875.00 + GST
After Dec 31, 2025 - $2,000.00 + GST
Includes booth, one Summit registration and one complimentary 2026 BCEDA
Membership. The display consists of a 6' skirted table, which will be located in the
Economic Development Marketplace, where BCEDA members will congregate during
the breaks and meals. There is no back drop to hang signage; however, free-standing
signs are permitted. It is not required that you staff the booth, as attendees will be in
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sessions for most of the day, although a great time to staff your booth would be during
meals and breaks.

Set Up: Mon, May 11th. Take Down: Wed, May 13th.

BCEDA Members - One Day Registration
Monday, May 11th $150.00 + GST
Tuesday, May 12th $350.00 + GST
Wednesday, May 13th $350.00 + GST
Thursday, May 14th $215.00 + GST

Non Members - One Day Registration
Monday, May 11th $175.00 + GST
Tuesday, May 12th $400.00 + GST
Wednesday, May 13th $400.00 + GST
Thursday, May 14th $250.00 + GST

Spouse/Partner Pass
(Meals/Social activities only - no sessions)    $275.00 + GST

Economic Development Awards Banquet Only - May 13th      $150.00 + GST

BC Economic Summit Cancellation Policy
Refunds will be made available less a $50.00 handling fee for a written application
received before February 6th, 2026. Absolutely no refunds will be made AFTER
February 6th, 2026. However, a substitute delegate is welcome at no additional charge.

June 3, 2026
  - June 5, 2026

Indigenous Resource Opportunities Conference
Vancouver Island Conference Centre
101 Gordon St
Nanaimo,  V9R 5J8
See agenda for exact times. 

October 5, 2026
  - October 8, 2026

32nd Annual Cando National Conference & AGM
Victoria Convention Centre
See program for timing details.
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